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RESUME OF DAVID RALPH CANRIGHT 
David canright was born in Los 
Angeles, California, on September 14, 
1953. He attended UCLA, became a 
Departmental Scholar and won the 
Freshman Chemistry Prize in 1975, and 
received a B.S. in Engineering, Summa 
Cum Laude, in June 1976. His graduate 
studies were at the University of 
California, Berkeley campus, where he f 
was the Arthur Gould Tasheira Scholar t 
in 1981 and a National science Founda-
tion Fellow from 1982 to 1985. In May, 
1987, he received a Ph.D. in Mechanical 
Engineering, with a major in Fluid 
Mechanics; the dissertation was titled 
"B~nard Convection in a Fluid with 
strongly Temperature-Dependent Visco-
sity. 11 
Between undergraduate and graduate 
studies, he worked as a computer pro-
grammer for ITT in San Diego, specializing in real-time 
signal processing software in micro-assembly language. At 
Berkeley, he was a teaching assistant. After graduation, he 
spent a year at Northwestern University in Evanston, Illi-
nois, as a Postdoctoral Research Fellow, investigating prob-
lems in solidification. 
Dr. Canright joined the Mathematics department at NPS as 
an Adjunct Teaching Professor, starting summer Quarter, 1988. 
He was promoted to Assistant Professor in April 1989. 
He has taught courses in calculus, differential equa-
tions, Fourier analysis, and mathematical methods in fluid 
dynamics. His research interests include mathematical analy-
sis applied to fluid dynamics, particularly problems concern-
ing buoyant instability, convection in solidification pro-
cesses, and acoustics. He is also interested in applications 
of fractal geometry to physical processes. He has two publi-
cations, one on Benard convection in a thermo-viscous fluid, 
the other on similarity solutions for solidification. 
Professional affiliations include membership in the 
American Physical Society (Fluid Dynamics Division), Society 
for Industrial and Applied Mathematics, sigma Xi (The Scien-
tific Research Society), and Tau Beta Pi (Engineering Honor 
Society). Dr. Canright's personal interests range from 
collecting wild mushrooms to composing microtonal music to 
bicycle touring. 
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